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A Noteworthy Newsletter 
 

Piano Studio               
Information and Happenings 

PIANO Points have begun!!! 

We Have a New Teacher! 
ÒMiss AngieÓ joined The Studio Connection on September 1st, 
bringing six of her current students with her, taking on two new 
students, now teaching on Tuesdays.  She lives in Bowling Green  
with her husband Tony Blank and 18 month old son, Anthony.  
She began her musical experience at age seven, when her mother 
made her take piano lessons and practice daily, Òno matter what!Ó  
She is grateful to her mother for making her stick with it, even 
when she begged to quit.  Miss Angie went on to study music at 
the University of Akron, where she earned her BachelorÕs degree 
in Music and continued working on her MasterÕs degree in Music 
Education, completing the program in 2005.  Her vocal and piano 
studies prepared her for teaching elementary music at Lake and 
Walbridge Elementary Schools for three years before starting a 
family.  She has been teaching private piano for 10 years.  We are 
thrilled to have her as a part of our studio and appreciate the 
competition ideas and musical expertise she brings! 

Practice Tips 
 Always start with your warm-ups:  Making OÕs, Finger Stretches, Scales, Arpeggios, Chords, Hanon (whatever your 

teacher assigns). 

 Set a goal for each practice session, and practice smarter, not harder!!  Start with the troublesome parts.  Take a 
break if you get frustrated, then come back to it later. 

 Pick a small section to make perfect and work on it at a slow practice tempo. 

Upcoming Events 

September 28- 
October 1  

October 23-24 

  October 26-30 

November 9-15 

Enrichment Sessions  

Check your lesson sheet to 
confirm your upcoming 
date/time  

Fall Recitals            
Friday:  4:30 pm & 7:00 pm 
Saturday:  10:30 am 

Make Up Week               
Oct. 26: Regular Monday lessons 
rescheduled from Labor Day  
Oct. 27-30: Other make ups 
scheduled as needed, no regular 
lessons 

Enrichment Sessions 

Make Up Week & 
Thanksgiving Break         
Nov. 23:  Regular Monday lessons 

November 23-27 

Registration Deadline for 
OFMC Festival                
Festival date is Feb. 27, held at 
Heidelberg University 

 December 1    
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You and Your Piano 
Did you realize that the way you 
play the piano is largely shaped by 
the instrument on which you 
practice?  A student playing on a 
poorly maintained piano is likely 
doing more harm than good.  In 
fact, it may be making practicing 
more difficult than it needs to be.  
Recently, many students have been 
saying that their piano at home 
does not sound like the piano in the 
studio. In the lessons, we encourage 
students to listen to their playing, 

to be able to produce the desired 
sound of their piece.  They need to 
be training their ear to hear pitches 
accurately just as well at home, 
since this is where more of the 
actual training is done.  Students 
with perfect or relative pitch may 
not even enjoy practicing if their 
piano sounds bad.  Keys that are 
broken or sticking, and a poorly 
regulated keyboard will prevent 
students from developing the proper 
technique we are working on in the 
lessons and expecting them to 
practice at home.  Dynamics, 
phrasing and articulations may be 
more difficult to employ if the 
action on the piano is way off.  If it 
has been over a year since your 
piano has been tuned or regulated, 
please look into this! An average 
tuning costs around $80.  A piano 
technician will be the most helpful 
resource in answering your 
questions and helping you get the 
most out of your musical 
investment. 
http://www.ptg.org/resource s-
pianoOwners.php 

 

 

Studio Birthday Celebration 
Thank you to everyone who helped 
make Miss SusanÕs birthday week a fun 
one!   The artwork on the cards was 
very impressive and makes a great 
display in the studio.  Peter Burroughs 
guessed correctly to 29 years of piano 
playing and received a supersized 
package of Gobstoppers.  Can any of 
you still play the ÒHappy Birthday 
SongÓ by ear?   

 

PIANO Points Competition  

A seven month long competition has 
begun for our 62 school-aged students!  
They are working for piano points, with 
their goal to earn between 10-20 points  
(or more!) per week.  There will be top 
awards at our Spring Concert, as well as 
prizes for tiers of points.  For every 50 
points earned, candy from the basket is 
awarded.  The first major step is earning 
100 points to receive the ÒYucky Song 
Card.Ó  Second goal along the way is to 
see who can reach the 200 mark Ð will 
this be done by the end of 2009?!?  The 
first 10 students to 250 points will 
receive a DQ Token for free ice cream.  
Recording practice times, getting 
parentsÕ initials, passing sections and 
pieces, and attending musical events all 
earn the big points.  You can do it!!!  
 

For Parents Only  
Ready for Christmas yet?  Here are a 
few ideas for great music-related gifts to 
help and encourage practicing:   
Metronome           $35 
ÒFunÓ Book       $6-15                                     
Music Dictionary    $5         
Highlighting Tape   $4 

Explain what an Òimaginary measureÓ is to your parents! 

Welcome to our 
newest students! 

Kathleen Blake                     
Joseph Evangelista             
Andelus Elwazani  
Mark Fedorchuk                   

Asia Garrett                         
Emma Leader 

Tori Lon g 
Maddie Long                           

Genevieve Nelson                         
Heidi Reger 

Mary Scherer 
Samuel Scherer 
Hannah Wagner                      

Lois Wilson 
 

Recommended 
Piano Technician:  

John Bailey         
The Piano Works 

419-287-4848 
www.thepianoworks.org 

Susan West 
weststudioconnection@gmail.com 

Kelsey Gilsdorf 
gilsdorfstudioconnection@gmail.com 

Angie Blank 
angieblank99@yahoo.com 

Studio Phone:  419-353-4176 


